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GLOBAL FINANCIAL MARKETS WOULD NOT be in a position 
to operate without an element of risk management being 
considered. Speculating to accumulate and investments in 
shares are almost akin to gambling, but not all the decisions 
taken in nancial institutions have to be based on luck. So 
when the Bank of Thailand (BoT) was considering an A/V 
solution to be installed in its newly renovated headquarters, it 
played safe and turned to its long term supplier and systems 
integrator, Vichai Trading 1983, 
to deliver the goods.

The Thai National Banking 
Bureau is a relative newcomer 
to the international community, 
having started its operations 
in 19 . A new head of ce 
building was erected in the 
grounds of the Bangkhunprom 
Palace in 1945, which was 
rebuilt some 37 years later. 
When the headquarters moved 
to a new building between 
the Bangkhunprom and 
Devavesm Palaces a quarter 
of a century later, a decision 
was taken to renovate the old 
headquarters. Vichai Trading 
1983 had successfully installed 
conferencing, interpretation, 
sound reinforcement and A/V solutions into an auditorium, 
multi-function room and conferencing facilities in the new 
building in 2007. So when the Bank of Thailand drew up 
invitations to tender for the newly renovated building in 2014, it 
was an easy option.

Vichai Trading 1983’s operations followed a year after the 
opening of the 1982 headquarters being built, so while the 
building façade remains the same, the interior design has 
changed markedly over those three decades. The of ces were 
characterised by a switched network of tele-printers working 
like a telephone network, typewriters and lots of paper. 
ikewise, in an era when P s and bre-optics were merely a 

twinkle in a digital eye, the integrated A/V needs of nancial 
systems was virtually non-existent. The times have clearly 
changed and rather than relying on equipping nightclubs, bars 
and studios for a living, Vichai Trading 1983 now bases its 
business models on catering to clients such as the Bank of 
Thailand, the army and schools of higher education.

The 2007 visit to the new site between the Bangkhunprom 
and Devavesm Palaces required bespoke A/V systems to be 
integrated into the very fabric of the building. The focus in 
one of the main conference rooms is a 3m wide by 1m high 
xed screen served by two Panasonic PT-DW 300 pro ectors, 

edge-blending their content. Each seat at the 19-seat oval 
table is adorned with a ush-mount Electro-Voice P -18/  
gooseneck microphone plus a ush-mounted Dell 15-inch 

screen, while the head of 
the table is reserved for the 
chairman. Powered by Biamp 

A8150 ampli ers, Tannoy 
CMS401 ceiling speakers 
have been installed, as their 
dispersion can be directed 
towards the delegates. The 
overhead lighting ensures 
that the ceiling speakers 
cannot be spotted directly 
above the delegates. DSP 
presets are saved within the 
Biamp AudiaFlex processing 
software and the entire lighting, 
pro ection and audio playback 
is controlled via an iPad linked 
to an AM  N -3100 netlink 
integrated controller. 
The same systems have been 

replicated throughout the facility including the divisible multi-
purpose room, where large training seminars can be hosted in 
addition to banquets and speeches. The main conference room 
is equipped with 50 ush-mount D S DC 000 discussion units, 
all customised with Bank of Thailand logos. A clue to a change 
in the technology and branding offered by Vichai Trading 1983 
can also be found in work that was undertaken three years 
ago, when the company was invited back to the conference 
room to extend to the A/V capabilities to an additional, nine 
seats in the 19-seat conference room. These are now served 
by Audio-Technica ES915S goosenecks, which are more 
discrete and are equipped with an on-off switch on the mounts. 
This represents a relatively minor yet signi cant evolution in 
the boardroom over the course of ust ve years.

Elsewhere, the newly redesigned building has been 
signi cantly upgraded with more powerful speaker systems, 
AVB networking, enhanced pro ection and conferencing 
solutions. The gap of seven years between these two ad acent 

installs is quite dramatic. The main conferencing chamber is 
equipped with a 3 -seat round table together with a semi-circle 
of 10 other seats and a smaller table of three seats. Each seat 
is furnished with a D S DC 990P conference unit including 
an integrated 3.5-inch LCD colour touchscreen. These mark 
a quantum leap in conferencing compared to the gooseneck 
microphones that Vichai Trading 1983 previously installed, 
now future-proofed to combine established conferencing 
capabilities with PC technology. Delegates, secretarial staff or 
the chairman can use any of the digital units by simply logging 
in with a code or by inserting a personal chip card. Once signed 
in, each individual user is greeted with a screen layout in the 
correct language. 

Connected via Cat-5 cabling, the DC 990P units operate 
as voice active or with auto-off, for which each delegate is 
individually recognised via any of the six xed cameras in 
the room. Speak/request and mute buttons with a light bar 
(red for speak and green for request mode) together with a 
loudspeaker, built-in channel selectors and volume control can 
be con gured via the touchscreen. The conference delegate 
can select screen language, see speakers and request list, 
speech time, agenda, messages, conference and delegate 
information. With a touch of the screen the delegate can vote 
using three or ve buttons and later see the voting results. 
Once again, Tannoy CMS401 speakers provide speech 
reinforcement, whilst a xed 4.5m wide x 1.5m high screen 
in the wall receives its images via two NEC NP-PH1000H 
pro ectors installed from a rear pro ection room behind the 
conferencing chamber.

Banking isn’t what it used to be as exempli ed by an ad acent 
second storey 252-seat multi-functional auditorium used to 
host seminars, presentations, live performances or cinema 
screenings. A concealed L-C-  audio system comprising 

enkus-Hein  C Live column speakers and augmented by 
dual CF 18S subwoofers is ample enough for most of the 

The new headquarters of the Bank of Thailand has a 
high-end A/V solution courtesy of Vichai Trading 1983 
Richard Lawn takes a tour
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The Bank of Thailand’s new headquarters is located 
between the Bangkhunprom and Devavesm Palaces

A wall-mounted Renkus Heinz SGX-61, making up 
part of the auditorium’s 7.2 system

Vichai Trading 1983 worked on the Bank of Thailand’s new 
conference chamber having previously worked with the bank in 2007

DIS discussion units in use

Tannoy CMS401 ceiling speakers fire towards the delegates




